
Steph and I have a full semester under our belt as Dorm Parents at Black Forest Academy. 
We felt good coming into the second half of the year. The winter break was really good. 
We had the opportunity to travel back to the East coast and see my family in New Jersey. 
Going home for the holidays is always a relaxing and refreshing time. I had the 
opportunity to share in church about our experience thus far at BFA, and what new goals 
we plan to implement in our ministry and in our personal lives in the upcoming year. We 
were treated with tremendous generosity by our family, friends, and supporters; coming 
back to the field with a renewed sense of support from home is a true blessing.

The first few weeks of the new semester went routinely. Everyone was happy to see one 
another. No one was really looking forward to school starting. A few students were 
homesick, but overall the dorm was a happy place to be and most were content. Steph and 
I were acting more confidently in our roles and the girls were responding well. One of 
our Resident Assistants came back with Mononucleosis which has taken her out of 
commission for several weeks. This meant a little more work for the rest of us, but with 
a little help from a few of the other dorms we’ve managed fairly well. This more or less 
brings us up to the beginning of February.

Without a doubt the past 2 weeks have been the most difficult and wearying of our 
ministry thus far in Germany. The school has had to deal with several cases of sexual 
misconduct (among students) and two students have had to be withdrawn from school. This 
has obviously had substantial emotional fallout within our dorm as the girls have had to 
say goodbye to friends and process the reasons those goodbyes had to happen. While all 
the details were not revealed, Stephanie and I feel confident the school made the right 
decisions in-light of the difficult circumstances. The process has been especially 
wearying for Stephanie as she has had some personal connections to people directly 
impacted. Its led to many shed tears and multiple long conversations in our apartment. 
We feel we are now over the crux of the situation and are looking forward to some 
normalcy returning and routine kicking in again. We praise God for the healing we’ve 
already seen take place in the aftermath. We trust He will give us wisdom as we look to 
navigate the difficult territory of youth processing difficult and painful reality.

In the midst of it all we continue to feel confirmed this is where the Lord has us. 
We’re not perfect by any means, but feel suited for these roles. We continue to see 
God’s blessings everyday and in every possible form. He is sovereign and our provider. 

Please pray for:
•The health of our marriage that we will always value each other over the job at hand.
•For the health of the dorm, that God will protect them from evil.
•For Stephanie and my personal relationships with Jesus. That we will pursue him with 
our whole hearts. That we will find security and fulfillment in Him alone.
•For stamina as we still have the bulk of the semester ahead of us.
•For our staff that God will give them the rest needed to support us and the students.  
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“Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask 
where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for 

your souls.”
Jeremiah 6:16
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Contact Info
A: Feurerbacher Strasse 29

Kandern 79400
P: 503-895-5421

Email:  
stephanie.welbourn@googlemail.com

lwelbourn@gmail.com
www.thewelbourns.blogspot.com

Thank you for your constant 
support and prayers! We 

appreciate all you do for us 
from afar.

 Love,
Luke & Steph
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